
CITY HALL OFFICES 
BUSINESS HOURS 

Monday - Thursday, 8AM - 4PM 
CLOSED FRIDAY 

CALENDAR 

Mar 6 - City Hall Offices Closed 

Mar 7 - Chowchilla Little League 
Opening Day, RC Wisener Park 

Mar 7 - Rotary Club Crab Feed, 
Fairgrounds, 6:00PM 

Mar 8 - Daylight Savings Time 
Begins, 2AM 

Mar 10 - City Council Meeting, 
City Hall, 7PM 

Mar 13 - Western Stampede 
Cattle Drive, Robertson Boule-
vard, 10AM 

Mar 13-15 - Western Stampede 
Roping Events, Fairgrounds, 8AM 

Mar 14 - Chowchilla Girls Softball 
Opening Day, Edward Ray Park 

Mar 18 - Planning Commission 
Meeting, City Hall, 7PM 

Mar 20 - City Hall Offices Closed 

Mar 20-22 - Western Stampede 
Barrel Races, Fairgrounds, 9AM 

Mar 24 - City Council Meeting, 
City Hall, 7PM 

Mar 26 - RDA Successor Agency 
Meeting, City Hall, 9AM 

Mar 28 - Chowchilla Fair Horse 
Show, Fairgrounds, 9AM 

Mar 28 - Chowchilla’s EGG-stra 
BIG EGG Scramble, Edward Ray 
Park, 10AM-12NOON 

Apr 3 - City Hall Offices Closed 

Apr 11 - Chowchilla Fair Fund-
raiser Dinner, Fairgrounds, 6PM 

Apr 14 - City Council Meeting, 
City Hall, 7PM 

Apr 15 - Planning Commission 
Meeting, City Hall, 7PM 
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Rabies Vaccination Clinic - March 14 
The Friends of the Madera Animal Shelter (FMAS) in cooperation with the 
Chowchilla Police Department Animal Control Division will hold the SPRING 
RABIES CLINIC on Saturday, March 14 at the Chowchilla Police Department 
at 122 Trinity Avenue. Clinics are from 9:00AM to 10:00AM for seniors and 
persons with disabilities, and from 10:00AM to 12:00PM for the general public. 

Dogs can receive Distemper/Parvo ($12), rabies ($6) and worming ($5) 
shots, and cats can receive FVRCD ($12), rabies ($6) and worming ($5) shots. ALL CATS MUST BE 

BROUGHT IN CARRIERS. 

The Friends of Madera Animal 
Shelter (FMAS) will offer FREE 
spay/neuter certificates during 
the clinic thanks to a grant from 
the Nancy & Arnold Red Foun-
dation. 

Remember pets must be li-
censed and the Chowchilla 
Police Department will be on-
site to help with the process. 
Call (559) 665-8600 for details. 

It’s Weed Abatement Season 
The City of Chowchilla WEED ABATEMENT PROGRAM is in place to keep properties clean and 
cleared of debris and open grounds tilled to minimize fire hazards and blight. This is a year-round 
activity but becomes more significant in the spring when plants grow more quickly. The ongoing 
drought conditions have made the problems worse as properties become filled with dry grass, weeds 
and trash that pose a significant fire threat during the March through September fire hazard season.  

City personnel work with property owners if their lots need cleaning to bring the properties into com-
pliance with the WEED ABATEMENT PROGRAM. Property owners are notified by mail if their prop-
erties are in violation. If no visible attempt is made to clean the property within a specified timeline, 
the property will be cleared by the City. If that happens the property owner will be charged for the 
cost of the abatement in addi-
tion to an administrative fee 
that can total more than $300. 

Of course the City would prefer 
that property owners properly 
and safely maintain their prop-
erties to not detract from the 
surrounding neighborhoods 
and to minimize or eliminate 
the chance for fires. 

For more information on the 
Weed Abatement Program, 
contact the City’s Code and 
Zone Enforcement Division at 
(559) 665-8615, ext 407. 



CITY OFFICES 
130 South Second Street 
Chowchilla, CA 93610 
 
Telephone: (559) 665-8615 
Fax: (559) 665-7418 
Email: info@ci.chowchilla.ca.us 
Web: www.ci.chowchilla.ca.us 
 

CITY COUNCIL 
John Chavez, Mayor 
Waseem Ahmed, Mayor Pro Tem 
Mary Gaumnitz, Council Member 
Dennis Haworth, Council Member 
Richard Walker, Council Member 
 

Carolyn Lehr, 
Interim City Administrator 
 
City Council meetings are  
held on the second and fourth 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00PM 
in the Council Chambers at City 
Hall. The agenda can be viewed or 
downloaded from the City web site. 
 

 
 

PHONE NUMBERS 
Civic Center (559) 665-8615 
City Council ext. 102 
City Administrator ext. 100 
City Clerk ext. 102 
Airport Information ext. 305 
Building & Inspections ext. 410 
Code Enforcement ext. 407 
Community Relations ext. 110 
Finance ext. 783 
Fire ext. 600 
Human Resources ext. 102 
Planning ext. 400 
Police Dispatch ext. 590/591  
Public Works ext. 789 
Recreation ext. 110 
Utilities ext. 783 
 

DIRECT NUMBERS 
CATX & CATLinX 665-8655 
Senior Center 665-1089 
Police 665-8600 
Anonymous Tips 665-8624 
Fire 665-8625 
 

 
accepted for in-person payments 
at Chowchilla City Hall and the 

Police Department.  
 

 

City Council Renames Park After Edward Ray 
On Thursday, February 26 many from the community joined members of the Ray family and City 
officials to official the Edward Ray Park on 15th Street at Sonoma Avenue. 

Edward Ray is a local hero as 
the driver of the school bus 
with 26 children who were kid-
napped on July 15, 1976. The 
kidnapping launched Chowchil-
la into national headlines and 
stopped celebrations around 
the country commemorating 
the 200th year anniversary of 
our nation’s Independence. 
Fortunately, the harrowing ex-
perience came to a good end 
when the 27 victims were able 
to escape thanks to the efforts 
of Edward and the older boys. 

At the dedication ceremony, heartwarming comments were shared by the family and by two ladies 
who as children were on the school bus that July day. Mayor John Chavez presented the family with 
an engraved proclamation naming February 26, 2015, and for every year thereafter, as EDWARD 
RAY DAY in Chowchilla. The new park sign was then unveiled to the nearly 400 attendees. 

Your CHOWCHILLA 

Transit LINK to MERCED 
CALL TO LEARN MORE 

665-8655 

Is Your Dog 
Licensed? 

NO? The Chowchilla Police 
Department can HELP 

Call 665-8600 

City Water Meters Project 
Water meters can reduce the demand for water through self-
conservation measures and lead to using water wisely and effi-
ciently to safeguard drinking water for future generations. 

State law (AB 2572) enacted in 
2004 requires that water me-
ters be installed state-wide by 
January 1, 2025. 

The City of Chowchilla will 
soon hire a contractor to install 
and retrofit meters on existing 
customers with flat rate ser-
vices on an area-by-area ba-
sis. Residents need to know that fire hydrants will be tested to 
ensure they work properly, or if they need replacement as part of 
the project. There will be some street water run-off when tested. 

Once a meter is installed, State law mandates all metered custom-
ers be billed based on the actual volume of water used (a metered 
rate) rather than the previous flat rate amount. Depending on your 
water usage your bill could be higher or lower. 

The full cost for the meter installation is not billed specifically to 
each customer. Instead the cost is spread among all customers 
per the plan approved by City Council in January 2014. Your cost 
is noted on the monthly utilities bill as City Wide System Upgrade. 


