
Table of Contents 

City of Chowchilla 2040 General Plan                                                                                                Page i

Table of Contents 
 

Introduction ........................................................................................................................................................1 
 Vision.......................................................................................................................................................3 
 Plan Area ................................................................................................................................................3 
 Plan Horizon............................................................................................................................................7 
 Population Growth...................................................................................................................................8 
 Direction of Growth .................................................................................................................................9 
 Growth Constraints .................................................................................................................................9 
 General Plan requirements ...................................................................................................................11 
 Internal Consistency..............................................................................................................................11 
 General Plan Review ............................................................................................................................11 
 General Plan Implementation ...............................................................................................................12 
 Zoning Ordinance..................................................................................................................................12 
 General Plan Amendments...................................................................................................................12 
 Amendment Applications ......................................................................................................................13 
 Staff Analysis ........................................................................................................................................14 
 Amendment Cycles ...............................................................................................................................14 
 Exceptions.............................................................................................................................................14 
 Severability Clause ...............................................................................................................................15 
 General Plan Organization....................................................................................................................15 
 Goal.......................................................................................................................................................15 
 Objective ...............................................................................................................................................15 
 Policy.....................................................................................................................................................16 
 Environmental Review ..........................................................................................................................16 
 
Land Use Element ........................................................................................................................................LU-1 
 Relationship to other plans and implementation measures ..............................................................LU-2 
 Relationship to Other General Plan Elements ..................................................................................LU-4 
 Plan Area Absorption ........................................................................................................................LU-5 
 Secondary Planning Area .................................................................................................................LU-9 
 Land Use Density / Intensity ...........................................................................................................LU-10 
 Residential Uses .............................................................................................................................LU-11 
 Non-Residential Uses .....................................................................................................................LU-11 
 Planned Development.....................................................................................................................LU-12 
 Population .......................................................................................................................................LU-12 
 Land Use Designations...................................................................................................................LU-13 
  Residential Designations.............................................................................................................LU-13 
   LDR, Low Density Residential: .................................................................................................LU-13 
   MDR, Medium Density Residential:..........................................................................................LU-13 
   MHDR, Medium Density Residential: .......................................................................................LU-14 
   HDR, High Density Residential:................................................................................................LU-14 
 Commercial Designations ...............................................................................................................LU-14 
   MU, Mixed Use Development:..................................................................................................LU-15 
   DC, Downtown Commercial: ....................................................................................................LU-15 
   NC, Neighborhood Commercial:...............................................................................................LU-16 
   SC, Service Commercial and SC-H Service Commercial-Highway: ........................................LU-16 
   MA, Medical Arts: .....................................................................................................................LU-17 
  Industrial Designations................................................................................................................LU-17 
   LI, Light Industrial: ....................................................................................................................LU-17 
   HI, Heavy Industrial: .................................................................................................................LU-18 
 Other Land Use Designations.........................................................................................................LU-18 
   AG, Agriculture: ........................................................................................................................LU-19 
   OS, Open Space: .....................................................................................................................LU-19 
   Parks.........................................................................................................................................LU-19 

phaupt
Highlight

phaupt
Highlight



Table of Contents 

City of Chowchilla 2040 General Plan                                                                                                Page ii

   PF, Public Facilities: .................................................................................................................LU-19 
   UR, Urban Reserve ..................................................................................................................LU-20 
 Zoning Consistency.........................................................................................................................LU-21 
 General Plan Growth Areas ............................................................................................................LU-21 
  Existing City.................................................................................................................................LU-24 
  Planning Sub Area 1 ...................................................................................................................LU-25 
  Planning Sub Area 2 ...................................................................................................................LU-26 
  Planning Sub Area 3 ...................................................................................................................LU-27 
  Planning Sub Area 4 ...................................................................................................................LU-28 
  Planning Sub Area 5 ...................................................................................................................LU-29 
  Planning Sub Area 6 ...................................................................................................................LU-30 
  Planning Sub Area 7 ...................................................................................................................LU-31 
  Planning Sub Area 8 ...................................................................................................................LU-32 
  Planning Sub Area 9 ...................................................................................................................LU-34 
  Planning Sub Area 10 .................................................................................................................LU-35 
  Planning Sub Area 11 .................................................................................................................LU-37 
  Planning Sub Area 12 .................................................................................................................LU-38 
  Planning Sub Area 13 .................................................................................................................LU-39 
   Rancho Calera Specific Plan Area ...........................................................................................LU-41 
   California High Speed Rail Heavy Maintenance Facility ..........................................................LU-44 
   Secondary Planning Area.........................................................................................................LU-46 
   California Women’s Correctional Facilities...............................................................................LU-48 
   Wastewater Treatment Plant ....................................................................................................LU-48 
   Goals ........................................................................................................................................LU-49 
 Objectives, Policies and Implementation Measures .......................................................................LU-49 
  Residential Development ............................................................................................................LU-49 
  Non Residential ...........................................................................................................................LU-57 
  Chowchilla Airport .......................................................................................................................LU-63 
  Fairgrounds .................................................................................................................................LU-65 
  Berenda Reservoir ......................................................................................................................LU-65 
  Growth Management...................................................................................................................LU-66 
  City / County / Regional Relationships........................................................................................LU-68 
  Jobs / Housing Relationship........................................................................................................LU-69 
  Air Quality and Sustainability ......................................................................................................LU-69 
 
Circulation .....................................................................................................................................................CI-1 
 Roadway Classifications ....................................................................................................................CI-2 
  Freeways and Highways ................................................................................................................CI-3 
  Arterials ..........................................................................................................................................CI-3 
  Collectors .......................................................................................................................................CI-4 
  Local Streets ..................................................................................................................................CI-6 
  Alleys..............................................................................................................................................CI-7 
 Levels of Service................................................................................................................................CI-7 
 Connectivity........................................................................................................................................CI-7 
 Scenic Highway Designations............................................................................................................CI-9 
 Chowchilla Municipal Airport..............................................................................................................CI-9 
 Transit Services ...............................................................................................................................CI-10 
  Public Transit................................................................................................................................CI-10 
  Private Transportation..................................................................................................................CI-11 
  Social Service Transit ..................................................................................................................CI-11 
 Rail Service ......................................................................................................................................CI-11 
 California High Speed Train.............................................................................................................CI-12 
 Bicycle and Pedestrian.....................................................................................................................CI-13 
 Relationship to Regional Transportation..........................................................................................CI-13 
 Circulation Goals, Objectives, Policies and Implementation Measures...........................................CI-15 
 Goals ................................................................................................................................................CI-15 

phaupt
Highlight



Table of Contents 

City of Chowchilla 2040 General Plan                                                                                                Page iii

   Objectives, Policies and Implementation Measures..................................................................CI-15 
   General Circulation....................................................................................................................CI-15 
   Arterial Streets...........................................................................................................................CI-19 
   Collector Streets ........................................................................................................................CI-21 
   Local Residential and Private Streets .......................................................................................CI-23 
   Right of Way Acquisition............................................................................................................CI-24 
   Parking.......................................................................................................................................CI-26 
   Aesthetics and Facility Design...................................................................................................CI-27 
   Public Transportation.................................................................................................................CI-28 
   Non-Motorized Transportation...................................................................................................CI-29 
   Inter-Jurisdictional Cooperation.................................................................................................CI-31 
   Municipal Airport........................................................................................................................CI-31 
   High Speed Train System..........................................................................................................CI-32 
 
Open Space and Conservation Element...................................................................................................OC-1 
 Open Space .....................................................................................................................................OC-1 
 Agriculture ........................................................................................................................................OC-3 
 Water Resources .............................................................................................................................OC-7 
 Biological Resources......................................................................................................................OC-13 
 Mineral Resources .........................................................................................................................OC-16 
 Cultural / Historical Resources.......................................................................................................OC-17 
 Parks and Recreation.....................................................................................................................OC-22 
 Air and Air Quality ..........................................................................................................................OC-31 
 Climate Change .............................................................................................................................OC-32 
 Energy and Energy Efficiency........................................................................................................OC-34 
 Open Space and Conservation Goals, Policies and Implementation Measures ...........................OC-36 
  Goals ..........................................................................................................................................OC-36 
 Objectives, Policies and Implementation Measures ......................................................................OC-37 
  Open Space ...............................................................................................................................OC-37 
  Agriculture ..................................................................................................................................OC-41 
  Water Resources .......................................................................................................................OC-42 
  Biological Resources..................................................................................................................OC-45 
  Cultural / Historical Resources...................................................................................................OC-46 
  Parks and Recreation.................................................................................................................OC-47 
  Air Quality...................................................................................................................................OC-55 
  Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Climate Change ....................................................................OC-56 
  Energy Conservation..................................................................................................................OC-57 
  Green Building ...........................................................................................................................OC-58 
 
Public Facilities and Services Element......................................................................................................PF-1 
 Requirements of the Public Facilities and Services Element............................................................PF-1 
 Municipal Water ................................................................................................................................PF-2 
  Groundwater Recharge.................................................................................................................PF-3 
 Urban Water Management Plan .......................................................................................................PF-4 
 Wastewater .......................................................................................................................................PF-7 
 Planned Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvements ......................................................................PF-7 
 Collection System .............................................................................................................................PF-8 
 Storm Water Collection and Disposal ...............................................................................................PF-8 
 Solid Waste Management and Recycling .........................................................................................PF-9 
 Natural Gas and Electric Services ..................................................................................................PF-10 
 Communications Services...............................................................................................................PF-10 
 Education ........................................................................................................................................PF-11 
  Chowchilla Elementary School District .......................................................................................PF-11 
  Chowchilla Union High School District........................................................................................PF-11 
  Post-Secondary Education..........................................................................................................PF-12 
 Goals ...............................................................................................................................................PF-12 

phaupt
Highlight

phaupt
Highlight



Table of Contents 

City of Chowchilla 2040 General Plan                                                                                                Page iv

 Objectives, Policies and Implementation Measures .......................................................................PF-12 
  Residential Development ............................................................................................................PF-13 
  New Development.......................................................................................................................PF-13 
  Municipal Water...........................................................................................................................PF-15 
  Wastewater .................................................................................................................................PF-16 
  Storm Drainage Facilities ............................................................................................................PF-16 
  Public Buildings...........................................................................................................................PF-18 
  Education ....................................................................................................................................PF-19 
  Public Utilities ..............................................................................................................................PF-20 
  Solid Waste Management and Recycling ...................................................................................PF-20 
  Natural Gas and Electrical Services ...........................................................................................PF-21 
  Communications .........................................................................................................................PF-21 
 
Public Safety Element..................................................................................................................................PS-1 
 Seismic Activity .................................................................................................................................PS-1 
 Floods................................................................................................................................................PS-4 
 Flood Prone Areas ............................................................................................................................PS-6 
 Dam Failure Inundation.....................................................................................................................PS-7 
 Wildland Fire .....................................................................................................................................PS-8 
 Electromagnetic Fields......................................................................................................................PS-8 
 Hazardous Materials .........................................................................................................................PS-9 
 Hazardous Waste Treatment, Storage and Disposal Facilities ......................................................PS-11 
 Hazardous / Contaminated Sites ....................................................................................................PS-12 
 Agricultural Spraying.......................................................................................................................PS-13 
 Transport of Hazardous Materials...................................................................................................PS-13 
  Transportation Network...............................................................................................................PS-14 
 Chowchilla Municipal Airport...........................................................................................................PS-14 
 Union Pacific Railroad Corridor.......................................................................................................PS-16 
 Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities ....................................................................................................PS-17 
 Fire Prevention and Protection .......................................................................................................PS-17 
 Law Enforcement ............................................................................................................................PS-18 
 Emergency and Disaster Preparedness .........................................................................................PS-19 
 Goals ...............................................................................................................................................PS-20 
  Objectives, Policies and Implementation Measures ...................................................................PS-20 
   Seismic .....................................................................................................................................PS-20 
   Flooding ....................................................................................................................................PS-22 
   Fire Prevention and Response.................................................................................................PS-24 
   Law Enforcement......................................................................................................................PS-28 
   Hazardous Material ..................................................................................................................PS-30 
   Transportation Networks ..........................................................................................................PS-34 
   Emergency Services (Fire, Police, and Public Works) .............................................................PS-37 
 
Noise Element ................................................................................................................................................N-1 
 Roadway Corridors .............................................................................................................................N-4 
 Railroad Corridors ...............................................................................................................................N-7 
 Chowchilla Airport .............................................................................................................................N-11 
 Stationary Noise Sources .................................................................................................................N-11 
 Agriculture .........................................................................................................................................N-12 
 Industrial Business ............................................................................................................................N-12 
 Chowchilla Madera County Fairgrounds...........................................................................................N-12 
 Noise / Land Use Compatibility.........................................................................................................N-13 
 Goals, Objectives, Policies, and Implementation Measures.............................................................N-17 
  Goals .............................................................................................................................................N-17 
  Objectives, Policies and Implementation Measures .....................................................................N-17 
 
 

phaupt
Highlight

phaupt
Highlight



Table of Contents 

City of Chowchilla 2040 General Plan                                                                                                Page v

 

List of Tables 
 
Table I – 1  2008 - 2040 Estimated Population Forecast.................................................................................. I-8 
Table LU - 1  Plan Area Land Use / Acreage Absorption Needs...................................................................LU-5 
Table LU - 2  General Plan Land Use Distribution.........................................................................................LU-6 
Table LU - 3  2040 General Plan Land Use Designations.............................................................................LU-8 
Table LU - 4  Land Use Density and Intensity .............................................................................................LU-22 
Table LU - 5  Growth Area Development Targets .......................................................................................LU-24 
Table LU - 6  Rancho Calera Specific Plan Land Use Summary ................................................................LU-43 
Table CI - 1  Roadway Classifications ............................................................................................................CI-2 
Table CI - 2  Arterial Streets............................................................................................................................CI-4 
Table CI - 3 Major Collector Streets................................................................................................................CI-5 
Table CI - 4 Minor Collector Streets................................................................................................................CI-6 
Table CI - 5 Level of Service Description........................................................................................................CI-8 
Table OS -1 Parkland Standards ................................................................................................................OC-27 
Table OS - 2 Existing Park and Recreation Facility Inventory ....................................................................OC-28 
Table OS -3 2040 General Plan Parkland Type and Acreage Needs ........................................................OC-29 
Table OS -4   Air Quality Summary From Nearest Monitoring Station .......................................................OC-32 
Table PF - 1 Amount of Groundwater Pumped by the City of Chowchilla (AFY) ..........................................PF-5 
Table PF - 2 Future Estimates of Groundwater Pumpage by the City of Chowchilla (AFY) .........................PF-5 
Table PF - 3 Supply Reliability .......................................................................................................................PF-6 
Table PS - 1 Earthquake Magnitude and Intensity Scales ............................................................................PS-5 
Table N - 1 Noise Characteristics ....................................................................................................................N-2 
Table N - 2 Typical Noise Levels .....................................................................................................................N-3 
Table N - 3 2040 Roadway Noise Level Projections .......................................................................................N-5 
Table N - 4 Railroad Noise Contour Measurements........................................................................................N-9 
Table N - 5 Land Use Compatibility Guidelines for Exterior Noise Levels.....................................................N-15 
 
 

List of Figures 
 
Figure I -1  Regional Map.................................................................................................................................. I-4 
Figure I - 2  2040 General Plan Planning Area and Sphere of Influence Boundaries ...................................... I-6 
Figure I - 3, General Plan 2040 Growth Area ................................................................................................. I-10 
General Plan Land Use Map (Pocket or on CD)............................................................................................LU-1 
Figure LU -1 Proposed Sphere of Influence ..................................................................................................LU-3 
Figure LU - 2  Existing Land Use With-in 2010 General Plan Planning Area................................................LU-7 
Figure LU - 3  Distribution of Land Uses in the 2040 General Plan Planning Area.......................................LU-7 
Figure LU - 4  General Plan Sub-Areas .......................................................................................................LU-23 
Figure LU - 5  Rancho Calera Specific Plan Land Use Plan .......................................................................LU-42 
Figure LU - 6  High Speed Rail Heavy Maintenance Facility Prototype Concept Plan ...............................LU-45 
Figure LU - 7  Potential High Speed Rail Heavy Maintenance Facility Sites...............................................LU-46 
Figure CI -1 General Plan Circulation Map (Pocket or on CD) .......................................................................CI-2 
Figure CI-2 Trails and Bikeways ...................................................................................................................CI-14 
Figure OS -1  Important Farmlands ..............................................................................................................OC-5 
Figure OS - 2  Williamson Act Preserves......................................................................................................OC-8 
Figure PS - 1  Active Earthquake Faults near Chowchilla .............................................................................PS-2 
Figure PS - 2 Flood Prone Areas...................................................................................................................PS-6 
Figure PS - 3  Dam Failure Inundation Areas................................................................................................PS-7 
Figure PS - 4 Hazardous Sites within the 2040 Planning Area ...................................................................PS-12 
Figure PS - 5 Airport Safety Zones and Influence Areas.............................................................................PS-15 
Figure N - 1 Highway Noise Level Contours....................................................................................................N-8 
Figure N - 2 Railroad Noise Level Contours ..................................................................................................N-10 
Figure N - 3 Chowchilla Municipal Airport Noise Level Contours ..................................................................N-12 


